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First up: Then: 
It’s Election Time! 
Read Job Descriptions! 

Check It Out! 

Meet Your Candidates! 

Online Voting Information! 

The purpose of the Florida Dairy 

Goat Association is to promote the 

Dairy Goat and its products in a 

positive and productive manner 

through a cooperative and 

educational statewide club. 

Dairy goats are the ideal family dairy animal! 

They are small, alert, intelligent, and easily handled. Kept on 
even the smallest of properties, dairy goats return the cost of 
their feed in economically produced, delicious, and nutritious 
milk. Loving and very social animals, goats quickly learn their 
names and will readily answer when called, and thrive on love, 
attention, and good care.  
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FDGA BOARD MEETING MINUTES  

Friday May 29, 2020 at 7 PM  

The FDGA Officers and Directors held an on-line Zoom meeting on Friday May 29th at 
7 PM to discuss options concerning the Annual Membership Meeting and the upcoming 
election. In attendance was Judy Rummel, Beth Kennelley, Vicky Chisholm, and 
Courtney Quirie. Absent were Jan Bailie (unable to attend but voted in absentia via 
President Judy Rummel), Deedra Earl, Nicole Holland, and Tammy Hughes. This was 
an open meeting and several FDGA members joined the meeting. 

The meeting was called to order by Judy Rummel at 7:10 PM. Judy announced that 
the meeting would be to address the upcoming Annual Meeting and election voting 
including whether or not either or both could be held on-line under our current by-
laws given the unusual cir-cumstances caused by the coronavirus outbreak.  

Beth Kennelley read the following into the minutes as an introduction to the questions 
to be addressed:  

“Good afternoon, 

The FDGA Officers and Directors will be holding an on-line Zoom meeting this 
evening (Friday May 29th) at 7 PM to discuss options concerning the Annual 
Membership Meeting and the upcoming election. This is an open meeting and the 
membership is invited to join the meeting as observers although comments & 
questions can be made through the Zoom chat function. I will be emailing and/or 
messaging additional information about the meeting to as many of our members as 
possible later this afternoon.  

As everyone knows, these are unique times that we are living in right now. We’ve had 
to can-cel two of FDGA’s premier functions: our 3-ring goat show and the Annual 
Conference. We do not want to cancel or delay the Annual Membership meeting if 
at all possible so we are looking at the idea of hosting the Annual Meeting online and 
of allowing online voting for the election. However, the FDGA Constitution and By-
Laws were not written with a pandemic in mind and do not directly address these 
online options. The BOD wants to be sure that the steps we take in possibly 
providing FDGA members the options of an online Annual Member-ship Meeting and 
online election voting are within the scope of the FDGA BOD’s authority and that it 
is something that the FDGA membership is in favor of and would support.  
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The by-laws were updated several years ago to allow the Officers and Directors to 
meet online when originally all meetings had to take place in person. However, that 
update did not address general membership meetings. Article IV.3 of the FDGA 
Constitution stipulates that the Annual Membership Meeting is to be held in June of 
each year. Due to health and safety concerns related to the COVID virus, meeting in 
person is not an option at this time. The first question is therefore, can we hold an 
online Annual Membership Meeting under the current by-laws in place of the in-person 
meeting? If not, what are our options?  

Second, if we do hold an online Annual Membership Meeting, how do we address 
FDGA By-law Article V.2(f) which allows members attending the Annual Membership 
Meeting to hand-deliver their election ballot to the secretary no later than one hour 
prior to the Annual meeting.  

I recently posted an opinion poll on the FDGA News FB page asking if the 
membership would be interested in an option for on-line anonymous voting. The 
response so far has been overwhelmingly in favor of the idea. Please keep in mind 
that this option would not do away with hard-copy ballots for those members that 
prefer to vote using a hard-copy ballot. This would only add on-line voting as an 
additional option for this special circumstance member-ship meeting/election. To add 
on-line voting to the by-laws as a permanent option would require a membership 
vote.  

There are multiple software applications that would allow anonymous on-line 
voting. The member’s email address on-file with the Secretary would be used as a 
User ID and could be cross-referenced against addresses on hard-copy ballots 
received to ensure that no member is allowed more than one vote. The email 
addresses used for voting can be provided to the ballot committee in a report 
separate from the voting tally so that all votes remain anony-mous.  
Article IX.3 of the FDGA Constitution does state that “Final decision as to 
interpretation of any procedure in the Constitution and By-laws shall be determined 
by the current BOD.” However, we are only the representatives of the FDGA 
membership and it is our job to be sure that we are doing what the membership 
wants, especially under these extraordinary cir-cumstances. We welcome any 
feedback that our members would like to offer at this time.”  

Item 1: Can FDGA hold an on-line Annual Membership Meeting under the current 
by-laws in place of the in-person meeting given the current unusual circumstances?  

Considerations:  

   a. Article IV.3 of the FDGA Constitution stipulates that the Annual Membership 
Meeting is to be held in June of each year. Due to health and safety concerns related 
to the COVID virus, meeting in person is not an option at this time. 
   b. The FDGA Constitution and By-Laws were not written with a pandemic in mind 
and do not directly address an on-line membership meeting option. 
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c. However, precedent was set earlier by the FDGA membership in changing the by-
laws to allow the FDGA BOD meetings to be held on-line. 

d. Canceling or rescheduling the Annual Meeting would not benefit the FDGA
membership. 

e. Many members are already set-up to use on-line meetings.

Member input from attendees:  

The by-laws should be amended in the future for emergency procedures (such as 
on-line meetings) but for now move forward with on-line meeting. Do not cancel 
or postpone the meeting especially with elections being held as a part of the meeting. 

Motion: 

Beth Kennelley moved that the club move forward with hosting the Annual 
Membership Meeting on-line on Saturday June 27, 2020 at 1 PM. Motion seconded by 
Courtney Quirie. Motion carried unanimously.  

Item 2: Should an on-line option for the Officer and Director election voting be 
added as a one-time special circumstance voting option for this year?  

Considerations:  

a. By-law Article V.2(f) gives FDGA members attending the Annual Membership
Meeting the right to hand-deliver their election ballot to the secretary no later than 
one hour prior to the Annual meeting. 

b. The on-line voting system would take the place of the hand-delivery option since
the meeting will be held on-line. 

c. The voting system would have to be completely anonymous and not allow for
double voting. 

i. Log-in with provided password
ii. Email on file with FDGA Secretary to be used as User ID. (If no email,

automatically mail out hard-copy). 
iii. Email / User ID disabled after voting to ensure no double voting.
iv. List of emails (separate file from the vote so remains anonymous) that used

on-line voting to be compared to addresses on file for those members using hard-
copy voting to ensure a valid vote. 

v. Allow online voting up to one hour before the meeting (noon on May 27,
2020). 

vi. This would only add on-line voting as an additional option for this special
circumstance membership meeting/election. To add on-line voting to the by-laws as a 
permanent option would re-quire a membership vote. 

vii. This option would not do away with hard-copy ballots for those members
that prefer to vote using a hard-copy ballot. 

viii. This option helps to support the needs on the entire membership especially
for those people unable to leave their homes and get to the post office. 

ix. We don’t want to exclude any-one from being able to vote, be it on-line or by
hard-copy. 
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Member input from attendees and poll:  

An opinion poll was posted on the FDGA News FB page asking if the membership 
would be interested in an option for on-line anonymous voting. The response has 
been overwhelmingly in favor of the idea.  

If offered as a part of the on-line membership meeting, could educational content 
from the meeting be made available to members after the meeting?  

Times have changed and the club needs to move forward with those changes 
including on-line member meetings, educational meetings, etc.  

On-line voting gives the members immediate access to the election and you don’t 
have to remember to go to the post office.  

Motion: 

Courtney Quirie moved that the club move forward with adding on-line voting as 
an additional option to the hard-copy voting option outlined in FDGA By-law Article 
V.2(f) for this election only due to the extraordinary circumstances facing the club at 
this time. Motion seconded by Vicky Chisholm. Motion carried unanimously.  

Other Business  

Minutes from this meeting and notifications concerning the addition of online voting 
will be provided on the FDGA News FB Page, the FDGA website, via FB Messenger, 
and in the up-coming newsletter.  

Hard-copy ballots will be prepared and will go in the mail for any member not on our 
FB page or without an email address on file.  

Double-check member emails are correct for use in emailing the newsletter and the 
online voting option.  

Meeting was adjourned at 8:05 PM 
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FDGA BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

rumhillacres@gmail.com  
vickyjc@embarqmail.com
devonshiregoats@bellsouth.net 

Judy Rummel 
Vicky Chisholm 
Beth Kennelley 

352-665-3066 
321-946-2213 
352-494-5852

President 
Vice President 
Secretary &  
Treasurer 

Directors  

407-847-5554 
352-575-3419 
941-773-7049

bamastarr@gmail.com
courtney.quirie@ufl.edu 
miniacrefarm@yahoo.com 
hiddenpalmsfarm@gmail.com
jaelba@gmail.com

Tammy Hughes 
Courtney Quirie 
Nicole Holland 
Deedra Earl
Jan Baillie

410-908-2390 
850-951-2162

2019 – 2020 Committee Members 

Annual Conference  & Fundraising - Judy Rummel and Courtney Quirie  

Budget and Finance – Beth Kennelley   

Constitution and By-Laws (CBL): 
   Chair- Mary Ann Skalaney 
   Co-Chair– Judy Rummel 

Dairy Goat Show: 
   Chair- Beth Kennelley 
   Co-Chair– Judy Rummel 

Dairy Herd Improvement – Deedra Earl  

Membership Meetings – Judy Rummel  

Memberships & Workshops– Courtney Quirie & Tammy Hughes 

Newsletter – Kelly Quintana, Vicky Chisholm & Jan Bailie 

Officers  

mailto:bamastarr1964@gmail.com
mailto:jaelba@gmail.com
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FROM THE BY-LAWS OF 
THE FLORIDA DAIRY GOAT ASSOCIATION, INC. 

POSITION DESCRIPTIONS  

Article II – Officers  

Section 1. Elected officers shall hold office for a term of two years.  

(a) Elected officers shall hold office for no longer than two terms in succession in which any portion of ei-
ther term is served.

(b) In the event an officer’s position (with the exception of the President, who shall be succeeded by the cur-
rent Vice- President) is prematurely vacated (a member accepted the position and served in that capacity), a 
replacement shall be determined and duly appointed by a majority vote of the current Board of Directors for 
the completion of that term.

(c) Such replacement officer shall be eligible to serve two additional two-year consecutive terms if duly 
elected to that position.

Section 2. President 

(a) The President, as Chief Executive Officer shall maintain general supervision of the affairs of FDGA, 
subject to the Constitution and By-Laws.

(b) The President shall preside at all meetings and shall report to the members.

(c) The President may vote at meetings of the membership when necessary to secure a two-thirds majority in 
order to transact business or when voting is by written ballot.

(d) The President may present proposals to the Board of Directors or to the membership pertaining to admin-
istrative policy, either orally or in written form and/or may choose to do so by means of separate and inde-
pendent mailings, or by means of FDGA’s Newsletter.

Section 3 – Vice-President 

(a) The Vice-President shall, in the absence, inability, or failure of the President to act, perform the duties 
required of the President.

It’s ElectionTime!
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(b) In the event the Office of President becomes vacant, the Vice-President shall assume that Office for the
remainder of the current year and a Vice-President shall be appointed in accordance with FDGA By-Laws,
Article II, Section 1(b).

Section 4 – Secretary 

(a) The Secretary shall be the corresponding and recording officer of FDGA and shall perform such other du-
ties as are incident to this office.

(b) The Secretary shall issue all notices of meetings and execute all orders of the Board of Directors.

(c) The Secretary shall send to each member a notice of the place, day, and hour of the Annual Meeting. Such 
notice shall be mailed or delivered to the members in FDGA’s Newsletter in the event of a regular meeting. 
In the event of a Special Meeting, notification shall be postmarked at least 15 days prior to the time the meet-
ing is to be held. If said notice is mailed to the last known residence or place of business of any member, such 
mailing shall constitute proper notice under this section.

(d) The Secretary shall be responsible for maintaining permanent records of all Board of Directors meetings, 
membership meetings, and all pertinent legal information for FDGA.

(e) The Secretary shall provide a complete listing of all members, including the first and last name, address, 
phone number, e-mail address (if available), and website address (if available) by August 1 of the current fis-
cal year. The Secretary shall forward said listing to the President, FDGA Newsletter editor, and website 
administrator (if applicable), and shall be responsible for maintaining an up-do-date membership list.

Section 5. Treasurer  

(a) The Treasurer shall collect all dues and other monies received, depositing them in a local branch of a 
statewide banking institution determined by the Board of Directors as provided under FDGA By-Laws, Arti-
cle IV, Section 5.

(b) The Treasurer shall pay all bills, reporting same in detail at each regular meeting of the members, at each 
Board Meeting, and through each issue of FDGA’s Newsletter.

(c) The Treasurer shall be the responsible contact person for maintaining the corporate status of FDGA.

(d) The Treasurer shall keep books of accounts using a standard method of bookkeeping determined by the 
Board of Directors and shall prepare a report for the Annual Meeting, showing receipts and disbursements, 
with a statement of the financial condition of FDGA.

(e) The Treasurer shall provide any additional financial information requested by a member at any time dur-
ing the fiscal year. This information shall be provided within 15 days of receipt of a written request from the 
member.
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Section 6. Secretary/Treasurer 

The offices of Secretary and Treasurer may be combined and filled by a single member. If a single member is 
unwilling to serve in both positions, those positions will be filled individually.  

Article III – Directors 

Section 1. Elected directors shall hold office for a term of two years.  

(a) Elected directors shall hold office for no longer than two terms in succession in which any portion of 
either term is served.

(b) In the event a director’s position is prematurely vacated (a member has accepted the position and 
served on the Board of Directors), a replacement shall be determined and duly appointed by a majority 
vote of the current Board of Directors for the completion of that term.

(c) Such replacement director shall be eligible to serve two additional two-year consecutive terms if duly 
elected to that position.

Section 2. Directors shall serve as a liaison between the members and the Board of Directors. 

CANDIDATES FOR PRESIDENT 

Judy Rummel  

Hello FDGA members,  

I am writing to let you know I am putting my name in for the position of President for this upcoming elec-
tion.  

Our officers and BOD have worked so hard to bring several new workshops and programs this year. But un-
fortunately, we were not able to proceed with all of them. We did get our soap making class done prior to the 
year’s COVID- 19 shut down. Even though we were unable to do it this year, we are looking forward to host-
ing the ones we had to cancel for the upcoming year.  

I look forward to working hard so we can continue what we have started. 

Thanks, Judy Rummel  
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CANDIDATES FOR VICE-PRESIDENT 

Tammy Hughes (May 2020)  

I am Tammy Hughes, I have served on the FDGA BOD as a director for my limit of terms. Now I would like 
to run for Vice President. We have a great board and many good things going on. Please vote for me in our 
upcoming election.  

CANDIDATES FOR SECRETARY / TREASURER 

Beth Kennelley  

This letter serves as notification of my intent to run for a second term for the Combined Office of FDGA 
Treasurer- Secretary.  

My name is Elizabeth (Beth) Kennelley and my farm is Devonshire Dairy Goats in Archer, Florida. I have 
raised registered Oberhasli goats for over 20 years and I’m a life-time member of ADGA. I have actively par-
ticipated in and been an advocate for many dairy goat programs including DHIR (milk records), Linear Ap-
praisal, and CAE prevention. Over the years, I have served FDGA as an Officer (President), Director, and 
Show Chair. For the past 2 years, I have served FDGA in the combined role of Treasurer-Secretary and I 
would like to continue to serve the FDGA membership in that role during the next 2 years.  

I bring to the table years of financial experience in both the goat world and the real world. In addition to my 
previous years of FDGA service, I have served as the Youth Show Co-Chair for the Florida State Fair (7 
years), as the Dairy Goat Show Chair for the Alachua County Youth Fair (4 years), and as the 4-H Co-Leader 
of The Udder Club of Alachua County. For the past six years, I have been the sole proprietor of Caprihaven 
Dairy Goat Products and have sold goat milk and goat milk products at our local farmers market and at multi-
ple local festivals. I have worked with our 4-H group organizing fund-raising projects and with the Youth 
Fair in finding sponsorships for the Dairy Goat Show. All of these roles require that I maintain detailed, item-
ized budgets and documentation for all transactions.  

I believe that I have shown that I have the knowledge and experience to make a good Treasurer-Secretary. I 
think that my years of working with various dairy goat groups and programs along with my success in prod-
uct marketing gives me an exceptional skill set to bring to FDGA. It is my hope that you, the members of 
FDGA, will consider re-electing me for the Combined Office of FDGA Treasurer-Secretary when it is time to 
vote. Thank you.  

CANDIDATES FOR DIRECTOR  

Donnie Bisson  

Hello, I’m Donnie Bisson. I would like to run for an FDGA director’s position during this election. I have 4 

years of experience raising Nigerian Dwarfs and we’ve started to add Saanens to our herd at Twisted Oaks 

Ranch in Brooksville. I believe in helping to educate both new breeders and the public about best farm man-

agement practices including farm biosecurity, breeding, and marketing. I’ve previously worked with the 

FDGA Goat Show committee on fund-raising and by successfully procuring donations to help off-set the cost 

of the shows. I’ll admit, I still have a lot to learn. But I like to think that what I lack in experience, I make up 

with new breeder enthusiasm.  And I’m willing to listen to what you the members want and try to help guide 
the club in the right direction. Thank you for considering me for this important role. I will do my very best if 
elected.  
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Vicky Chisholm (May 2020) 

I am Vicky Chisholm. I have served as your Vice President this past year. Thankfully Judy was healthy all 

year long. Please vote for me for the open director spot this coming election. Thank you.  

Warren Parker 

Hi I'm Warren Parker, and I'm interested in serving on the FDGA BOD. Our farm has been the home for the 

Gotta B Kid N Nigerian Dwarf herd for over 20 years. My wife managed that herd with me being in charge 

of supplies/feed procurement, and goat care while she was off showing. In 2016, I started my own herd 

of Nigerians, under the Top Shelf herd name, and was bitten by the “show bug" the following year. In May 

of last year, I branched out into Alpines which my back thanked me for!  

I have a veterinary & animal husbandry background, having worked over the years as a Veterinary 

Techni-cian (with small & large animals), a Thoroughbred Horse Trainer & Breeder, a Goat Caretaker/

Breeder, and served in various animal health positions within the poultry industry.  

The FDGA has made great strides in reaching out to membership, and promoting dairy goats, through various 

avenues such as social media, newsletters, and show sponsorship to name a few. I would like to see this con-

tinue, and expand even further given the diversity of Florida and large area it encompasses. I would love 

to see us hold more seminars/workshops that would be of interest to members, and be helpful to those just 

get-ting started with dairy goats.  

I’m an open-minded person, and have developed a fair amount of patience over the years. I believe I have a 

knack for seeing both sides of an issue, often having to find an amicable solution at work, when employees or 

contract farmers have grievances. I’m not a stranger to hard work either, like most folks who own & 

love dairy goats. I believe these qualities would help me serve as a good director.  

Over the years, I've developed relationships with sales reps & managers for the major vaccine & feed supple-

ment manufacturers. I believe this would be helpful in seeking to enhance FDGA funding to be able to 

ex-pand membership, and for current members to continue to find value in being an FDGA member. Last, 

buy certainly not least, I feel youth are extremely important to the future of our organization. Getting youth 

more active within FDGA is something I would enjoy working towards as well.  

Thank you for considering me as a candidate! 
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ONLINE VOTING INFORMATION 

To All FDGA Members: 

In consideration of the unusual circumstances arising from the coronavirus pandemic, the 

FDGA BOD recently voted to host the 2020 Annual FDGA Membership Meeting as an online 

meeting (Zoom meeting) on Saturday June 27, 2020 starting at 1 PM.  In addition, the BOD 

also voted that the club move forward with providing online voting as an additional option to 

the hardcopy voting option outlined in FDGA By-law Article V.2(f) for this election only.   

The voting system will be completely anonymous and will not allow for double voting. Mem-

bers that elect to use the online voting system will be required to log-in using a password and 

User ID. The link to the voting site and the one-time password will be emailed to each mem-

ber at the email on file with the FDGA Secretary. Hard-copy ballots will be automatically 

mailed out to members that have no email address on file. Hard-copy ballots will also be 

mailed out automatically to any member that does not opt into the online voting system by 

responding to the email sent out by the Secretary on Tuesday June 9th.  If you wish to use the 

online voting system, you must opt in by noon on Friday June 12, 2020. An email with the 

link to the voting site and instructions on how to access the site will be emailed out on Satur-

day June 13, 2020.  The link will remain active for voting until noon on Saturday June 27, 

2020. Hard-copy ballots will be mailed out on Friday afternoon June 12, 2020 and must arrive 

back to the FDGA Secretary by Friday June 26, 2020.  

Only valid emails that have opted into the online voting system will be able to access the vot-

ing system and the email/User ID will be automatically disabled after voting to ensure no 

double voting. A list of the emails used for online voting to be compared to addresses on file 

for those members using hardcopy voting to ensure a valid vote. The email list will be down-

loaded as a separate file from the voting tally so that the vote remains anonymous.  

This is a one-time on-line voting option for the 2020 special circumstance membership meet-

ing/ election. To add on-line voting to the by-laws as a permanent option would require a 

membership vote at a later date. This option does not do away with hard-copy ballots for 

those members that prefer to vote using a hardcopy ballot. The FDGA BOD is striving to en-

sure that no member is excluded from being able to vote, be it online or by hardcopy ballot. 

If you have questions, please contact either Judy Rummel, FDGA President or Elizabeth Ken-
nelley, FDGA Secretary/Treasurer. 



13 

Fresh Forage  Winter 2019 

 

Join the Florida Dairy Goat Associa�� 
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Advertise with your business card;  the first issue is free for members.  Then 
just spend $20 for four more issues.  If you write and submit an article for the 

newsletter, then you can  advertise in that issue of the newsletter for free.  

Join FDGA 

https://fdga.org/  

Membership Dues Only $20/year 

Join Today!  Discounts for GIG for members! 

https://fdga.org/
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Fresh Forage 
Vicky Chisholm 

1201 Absher Lane 

St. Cloud, Florida  34771 

SUBMISSIONS ARE DUE FOR THE NEXT ISSUE ON SEPTEMBER 1st 

Let us know when your events are 
scheduled and what you would like 
to see in the next issue of Fresh 
Forage. If you write an article, you 
will get free business card 
advertising with your publication.




